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Dear Parishioners and friends of Rathmichael, 

 
There is a story told of an old Chinese, door to door 
salesman who would hawk his wares around neighbour-
hoods and streets day after day. One day a man, who 
happened to be painting his front door, stood back from 
his task to observe the old man. Each house that he 
called at brought the same reply, “No thank you, not     
today.” Eventually he reached the painter’s house who 
kindly engaged him in some conversation. Don’t you ever 
get disheartened or disillusioned by all the “No-s you   
receive?” he asked. “not at all,” replied the street-seller. 
“Each no leads me one step closer to a yes.”  
 
As the days and weeks go by and I think of what night 
have been and what I would normally be looking forward 
to, I find myself thinking of that old gentleman and his  
optimistic view of life. Many of us desire a return to the 
norms of society that served us reasonably well for most 
of our lives. That, I regret to say is not just going to     
happen. In the immediate future however, slowly, some 
may think too slowly, we will be taking steps towards 
some kind of new norm, each step bringing us closer to 
where we want to be. The easing of the current           
restrictions will mean for some, seeing grandchildren   
personally again, some even for the first time; for some it 
will mean a return to their workplace; for others the    
company of friends and/or relations.  
 
What, I wonder will it mean for those of us intimately   
connected to church and parish life? Currently church 
worship and even the idea of opening a church for a short 
private prayer seems very far down the list of priorities, 
somewhere below public houses and hairdressers.                    
When it does eventually come will there be pent-up     
demand for church services or will the opposite happen, 
that people having gotten used to long, lazy Sunday 
mornings will wish to continue with them?   
 
 What of the services themselves? We have already    
suffered the angst of restricted funeral arrangements, 
how will we provide for the many memorial services?  Will 
we be able to return to the number and times of services 
that were in operation before or will we need to modify 
these in some way, having regard to social distancing 
guidelines which are likely to be in place for some time to 
come. Use of our beloved Prayer Book and hymnal will 
not be allowed so that is a further change that will need to 
be taken account of.  
  

 
 
 
 
Looking ahead a little, as I said last week, what of 
the special occasions when we would usually expect 
a “full” church? Harvest thanksgiving, Remembrance 
Sunday, the carol service, Christmas Day, as well as 
the institution of a new rector? Whilst “church” is all 
about its people, not just the building, there are times 
when nothing else will do except the coming together 
under one roof of those very people.  
 
Whatever happens, this too will pass.     We are 
working in God’s time, which does not necessarily 
match ours. Much good has already come from the 
crisis, a renewed sense of altruism being one. We 
have however still some way to go, but if nothing 
else this crisis has pulled our choke-chain as far as 
reminding many of us just how lucky we are. The 
powers that be are working on guidelines for us but 
in the meantime patience must prevail.  
 
As always thanks to all who look after essential    
services and to those who are looking after    
Rathmichael Church and rectory grounds. Your    
efforts are noted and much appreciated.  
 
Stay well, stay safe, pray safe.  
 
And finally…. The duchess said that if I didn’t get off 
my computer and do some jobs around the house 
she'll slam my head on the keyboard, but I think 
she’s joking   fjre-
oiwjrtwe4to8rkljreun8f4ny84c8y4t58lym4wthylmhawt
4mylt4amlathnatyn 
 
 
                                                                  t. 

 
 

You are invited to join with us at our 
 services on-line at 11.00 a.m. on      

Sunday mornings 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC9bOeLVvvTpZNbtbgSVC_XQ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9bOeLVvvTpZNbtbgSVC_XQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9bOeLVvvTpZNbtbgSVC_XQ


DATE 11.00 HRS 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
 
                                                            White 
 7th JUNE 2020 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Isaiah 40: 12-17, 27-31 
Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13: 11-13 
Matthew 28: 16-20 

The FIRST SUNDAY after TRINITY 
 
                                                           Green 
14th JUNE 2020 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Psalm 100 
Romans 5: 1-8 

Matthew 9: 35—10:8, 9-23    
   
 

The SECOND SUNDAY after TRINITY 
 
                                                            Green 
21st JUNE 2020 
                               

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm 69:8-11,18-20 

Romans 6: 1b-11 
Matthew 10: 24-39 

The THIRD SUNDAY after TRINITY 
 
                                                           Green 
 
28th JUNE 2020 
 

MORNING PRAYER 
 

Psalm 13 
Romans 6: 12-23 

Matthew 10: 40-42 
 
 

LECTIONARY  -  JUNE 2020 

 

 
 

THE ALPHA/IN-BETWEEN BOOK CLUB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The book we are reading for June is “The Great  
 
Alone” by Kristin Hannah and the meeting will be a  
 
Zoom on the 30th June. 
 
 
Two books have been chosen for our Summer       
 
reading, the meeting and venue to be decided.  
 
The books are “The Guest List” by Lucy Foley and  
 
“Britt-Marie Was Here” by Frederik Blackman  
 
 

 

 

“All shall be well, and all  

shall be well and all  

manner of thing  

shall be well.” 

 

 

 

                                     Julian of Norwich  



 

From our Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Finances 
 

 

 

  

Dear parishioners, 

 

I am delighted to say the parish finances benefited from the great response to my plea in 

 

last month’s Newsletter on the parish’s behalf.  

  

On behalf of the Select Vestry I would like to take this opportunity to say ‘many, many 

 

thanks’ for being part of that response. 
 

  

Please continue to keep well and stay safe. 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

Lily Byrne 

Hon Treasurer, Rathmichael Parish, 

Old Conagh Cottage, 

Thornhill Road, 

Bray, 

Co. Dublin,  

A98 X2E7 

email: treasurer@rathmichaelparish.org                              

mailto:treasurer@rathmichaelparish.org


 

 

RATHMICHAEL PARISH CHURCH 

STANDING ORDER 

 

 

 
To:  The Manager 
 
 
______________________________________________Bank 
 
Please charge to my/our Account and pay to AIB, Cornelscourt,  Dublin 18 and 
Credit of Rathmichael Parish, account details below:- 
 
Account Name: Rathmichael Parish 
 
Account No: 40168005 
 
Sort Code:    93-33-92 
 
BIC:               AIBKIE2DXXX 
 
IBAN:             IE31AIBK93339240168005 
 
 
 
The sum of Euro  ______________________________________ 
 
Commencing on (date)  _________________________________ 
 
And on the same day of each succeeding; 
     Month/Half Year/Year 
 
 
Until _____________________________(insert date or “until further notice”) 
 
 
SIGNED:……………………………………………………DATE:…………………….. 
 
 
SIGNED: …………………………………………………  .DATE:……………………. 
 
 
Account Name:………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
Account No:………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Sort Code: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
BIC: ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
IBAN: ………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 



If you have time on your hands - try a little bit of Word Search! 



HELLO SUNDAY CLUB PEOPLE!  Here is something that you and your parents could do to keep you  up-to-date with 
what  we would be doing if we could all be in church together.  Looking forward to seeing you all soon.  Debbie 




